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An official checks the activities of Nahdlatul Ulama organization’s branches throughout the country through screen monitors
at the Nusantara Command Center within the NU headquarters in Kramat, Central Jakarta, on May 22. (JP/Dhoni Setiawan)

A movement to address the contextualization of Islamic teaching, dubbed Humanitarian Islam,
has been inaugurated in Jombang, East Java.

GP Ansor, the youth wing of Nahdlatul Ulama, Indonesia's largest Islamic organization,
inaugurated the movement during an event attended by over 300 worldwide religious scholars.



“Muslims should be able to identify problems within Islamic orthodox teaching,” GP
Ansor chairman Yaqut Qoumas said in a press release made available on Monday.

Included in a road map of the movement was a call for “a serious, long-term socio-cultural,
political, religious and educational campaign to transform Muslims’ understanding of their
religious obligations, and the very nature of Islamic orthodox.”

The Humanitarian Islam movement was declared as having officially begun during an
international gathering of ulemas held from May 21 to 22 attended by scholars from South Asia,
Southeast Asia, Europe, North America and the Middle East.

The event focused on discussing problematic elements in Islamic orthodox teachings that often
prevents Muslims from adapting to modern civilization. The scholars addressed crises Muslims
were facing and the role of Islamic orthodox teachings.

“It is false and counterproductive to claim that the actions of al-Qaeda, ISIS, Boko Haram and
other such groups have nothing to do with Islam, or merely represent a perversion of Islamic
teachings. They are, in fact, outgrowths of Wahhabism and other fundamentalist streams of
Sunni Islam,” Yaqut said. (rdi)
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